
PROM NIGHT IN HOUSTO)\l 
MIX GLAMOUR, G Zand 

By Dr. Linda Runyon 

It was Prom Night in June .. . and Houston hann I 39 
(KIAH) was on hand to film th Houston hapt r 5003 
ev nt for the Houston Subculture ewsFix segment. Amici 
intervi ws and camera shots, candle lights flick r d on 
Labl tops , music swell d and dancers waltzed, quick­
stepped, and foxtrotted their way around th danc floor. 

wing, jive, and rumba rounded out an ev ning of dancing. 
photo booth was available for dancers to crown 

themselves Prom King or Qu n and aptur th sp cial 
moment. ft r th h rs and applau e for pro£ ssional 
danc r ristiano allegari and Katia Kuzn tsova, who 
demonstrat d an elegant tango, the night's Prom ourt 
s lect d Lh King and Queen. Th video can be s n at 
htlp://n wsfixnow. om/2014/06/25/this-subculture-loves­
to-dan e-th -night-away/ 

Th hapter Board of Dir ctors choose themes for the 
monthly dances. Invitations are email cl to memb rs and 
gu sts. And dancers are encouraged Lo dr ss the part. From 
ugly hristmas sweaters in Dec mber to 1940s fashion for 
Lhe Hangar Dance at the Hobby irport airplan mus um, 
costumes liven up the evening. 

Getting people out on the dance floor is not a probl min 
Houston. A Meet Up group attends most monthly danc s. 
Tables labeled "Shall We Dance" whi h ar res rved for 
Dancers without Partn rs buzz with activity as both m n 
and women ask oth rs to dance. The venings b gin with 
an hour dance class that affords even the n w st dancers 
the opportunity Lo I arn a£ w st ps. 

Prom ight was no xc ption, beginning with instruc­
tion in Rumba, which appealed to th larg number of 
new dancers. A large group of colleg stud nts from Th 

niversity of Houston, Ri Univ rsity and St. Thomas 
niversity also njoy cl r minis ing about th ir proms 

with memb rs whos proms w r cl cad s ago. 
Diversity is the key Lo Hou Lon's success. Dancers come 

from a variety of cultures, ethnicities, and ages. Exhibitions 
hav ranged from elegant tangos p rformed by pro£ ssionals, 
to playful san1bas p rformed by pro-am L ams, to formation 
swing p rformed by students from a lo al school. 
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