
 

 

 

Every year I try to communi-

cate with our members to 

keep them up to date on 

what is happening within our 

chapter.  I am pleased to re-

port that the chapter is 

healthy and doing well. The 

changes that we implement-

ed almost 2 years ago have 

generally been posi�ve. Ini-

�ally we saw a drop in dance 

a�endance but have gained 

most of that back in 2013. 

Our average a�endance rose 

from 88 in 2012 to 96 in 2013 

which is just about where we 

would like to be. We would 

like to see a few more people 

at our dances but we don’t 

want to get too large because 

large dance venues are sig-

nificantly more expensive.  

I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank you for 

your  con�nued membership 

in USA dance.  A/er we made 

our changes in early 2012 we 

saw a significant membership 

drop and we thank the mem-

bers who have joined since 

and those who con�nue to 
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renew.  Your membership 

dollars help provide us insur-

ance, an automated registra-

�on system, a na�onal sup-

port structure and give us non

-profit charitable organiza�on 

status. Na�onal membership 

also allows you to get dis-

counts at other local chapter 

dances and supports many 

youth and compe��ve pro-

grams. We hope you con�nue 

to renew and support USA 

Dance. Lastly thank you to 

those that voted in the recent 

Na�onal Elec�on. The elec�on 

was hotly contested and saw a 

record number of votes. The 

slate of challenges defeated 

the incumbents so we have 

new Na�onal Leadership. This 

will be a challenging year but I 

look forward to posi�ve things 

from the new administra�on. 

I would again like to stress the 

importance of a�rac�ng new 

dancers. This problem seems 

to be common to the en�re 

Milwaukee dance community. 

In addi�on to suppor�ng our 

dances, one of the most im-

portant things you can do is 

encourage new dancers to 

regularly a�end social 

dances. Many �mes newer 

dancers are reluctant to 

venture out or they show 

up and are in�midated.  If 

everyone would mentor 

and encourage just one 

dancer every year we will 

have plenty of dancers to 

fill the floor. Finally, I would 

hope you encourage people 

to a�end our dances but 

there are a lot of good op-

�ons out there and I recog-

nize that we may not be the 

best fit for everyone. Just 

ge:ng people on the dance 

floor regularly is more im-

portant than where they 

are dancing.    

Please feel free to contact 

me with any ques�ons and 

we hope to see you on the 

dance floor.  

 

Roger Clauer 

President, USA Dance  

Chapter 2030 



 

 

Enclosed with this news-

le�er are two cards with 

our 2014 Dance Sched-

ule. The first one is a 

small wallet sized card 

that you can carry with 

you. The second one is a 

larger (and easier on the 

eyes) rack card that you 

can put on your refriger-

ator. Addi�onal cards will 

be available at our danc-

es while supplies last.  

You will no�ce a signifi-

cant change in venue 

selec�on. In 2013 we 
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Make sure we 

have a current 

email address. 

Email is the  

quickest way to 

notify you  

Weather related 

cancellations 

no�fy people in the following 

ways: 

•  Email message to all 

people on our email list. 

Currently, in excess of 

400 people. This our pri-

mary and most reliable 

method of contact 

• We will post our cancel-

la�on on WTMJ’s outage 

and cancella�ons line. 

• We will update our web-

site with current infor-

ma�on.  

This is probably a good point 

to remind everyone to make 

sure we have a current email 

address. If you have changed 

providers or email, please let 

us know. We do not sell or 

rent our  email list.  

Unfortunately it is no longer 

prac�cal for us to try and 

make phone calls. People 

aren’t keeping their phone 

numbers up  to date and 

about half of our a�endees at 

dances are non members and 

we have no phone numbers 

for them.  

Inclement Weather  

What a horrid start to Winter 

2013/2014. We again have 

had to cancel our December 

dance due to weather. Unfor-

tunately 2 other dances also 

had to cancel in the last 

month. Everyone is con-

cerned about the safety of 

the dancers and these have 

been difficult calls.  

I just wanted to review, how 

we will handle severe weath-

er situa�ons. If it becomes 

necessary to cancel a dance, 

we will make a best effort to 

held one dance at the 

Knights of Columbus (now 

Wiseguys) on 103rd and 

Oklahoma. The response 

was so posi�ve we decided 

to hold 4 dances at that 

loca�on in 2014. The cen-

tral loca�on was viewed a 

significant advantage.  The 

level of response will dic-

tate how many dances we 

hold at this venue in 2015.  

We con�nue to mix our 

DJs and are pleased that 

Jim Finn from  USA Dance 

Chicago will again be back in 

2014.   

Finally we are going to do an 

encore presenta�on of the 

our popular Music of your 

Life  Dance.  This was one of 

our more popular events and 

we had many requests to do 

it again. For those that did 

not a�end, this dance had 

popular danceable music 

from each decade—50s, 60s, 

70s and 80s and everyone 

had a great �me. We hope to 

see you at many of our danc-

es in 2014. 



 

 

on the web site. 

We also would like to thank 

our depar�ng board mem-

bers. Ming Kao  has  been on 

the board for 2 years and in 

addi�on to providing DJ ser-

vices to the chapter, he has 

also worked on our music 

program and helped with DJ 

selec�on. Doug Marsh has 

also been on the board for 2 

years and was our Vice Presi-

dent. Doug  was responsible 

for the Music of your Life 

Dance. Doug and his wife Lisa 

relocated to the state of 

Maine.  

While we are sorry to see 

them go we appreciate their 

service and wish them well. 

We look forward to new ide-

as of the new members and 

while change is hard and 

means extra work it is also  

necessary  to keep organiza-

�ons moving forward and 

fresh.  

USA 

Dance 

local 

chapters 

elect their 

board of 

directors 

for 2 year 

terms. Unlike some organiza-

�ons, all board members are 

elected at the same �me. 

This year we had three open-

ings and we had 3 volunteers 

so we did not need to hold an 

official elec�on. The new 

board members are Connie 

Christensen,  Ruth Durkin and 

Al Schuh and we are very 

apprecia�ve of their willing-

ness to serve. Al is actually a 

returning board member and 

previously served as our Vice 

President. Al has also been 

responsible for developing 

and maintaining our website 

as well as for many of the 

great pictures which you see 

In that light I would encour-

age anyone interested in tak-

ing a more ac�ve leadership 

role to start thinking  about 

becoming more ac�ve in the 

USA Dance. Many of our cur-

rent board members have 

been on the board for quite a 

while and as they  “re�re” we 

will need replacements to  

con�nue to present 12 danc-

es per year.  

One of the projects that we 

undertook this year was to 

explore the possibility of 

dance hosts at  our dances. 

Many USA Dance Chapters do 

this and Geri Herreid decided 

to take this on as a project. 

We got a lot of good feed-

back from our dancers and 

Geri  put  a lot of work in to 

this  but at  the end it  be-

came clear that we could not  

come up with financially via-

ble model with paid dance  

hosts so the idea was 

dropped.  
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January Dance—Food Drive and Raffle 

Our January dance will be on 

January 19 at the Waukesha 

Elks. Dance will be from 5:00 

p.m. 9:00 p.m. with music by 

Ron Kobiske. Ron will pre-

sent a Foxtrot lesson from 

4:00—5:00 which is compli-

mentary with paid admis-

sion. Since our December 

Dance  was cancelled, we 

will move the Food Drive to 

this dance. For each non-

perishable item you bring 

you will get one raffle �cket. 

Addi�onal raffle �ckets can 

be purchased for $1.00. All 

food and money collected 

for raffle �ckets will go to 

the Waukesha Food Pantry. 

We will raffle off prizes and 2 

free dance passes a/er the 

second mixer. The need for 

food is high this year so 

please help out by  dona�ng 

and enjoy an evening of 

dancing.  

Dance:	Jan	19	

Waukesha	Elks		

5:00—9:00	p.m.	

DJ:		Ron	Kobiske	

Foxtrot	Lesson:	4-5	

$10	Members	

$12	non-Members	
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Chapter 2030  Board  

Roger Clauer  President  262-521-3073 

Al Schuh Vice Presi-

dent 

262-544-6404 

Eileen Clauer Treasurer 262-521-3073 

Geri Herreid Secretary  262-594-3082 

Lynda Blanchard  262-470-2549 

Jim Barnes  262-389-4989 

Connie Christensen  414-530-7627 

Thad Groszczyk  262-696-8007  

roger@clauerfamily.com 

allen2715@hotmail.com 

efclauer@wi.rr.com 

grherreid@wi.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Durkin   414-421-3815 

Visit us on the web at   http://usadance2030.org  

Date Venue DJ 

1/19/2014 Waukesha Elks Lodge Ron Kobiske 

2/16/2014 Knights of Columbus/Wiseguys Tom Conway  

3/16/2014 Sterling Chalet The Sweeneys 

4/13/2014 Knights of Columbus/Wiseguys Ron Kobiske  

12/14/2014 Knights of Columbus/Wiseguys Tom Conway 

5/18/2014 Wisconsin Club (Res Only) The Sweeneys 

6/15/2014 Waukesha Elks Lodge Ron Kobiske 

7/20/2014 Knights of Columbus/Wiseguys The Sweeneys  

8/17/2014 Sterling Chalet Tom Conway 

9/21/2014 Richfield Chalet Ron Kobiske 

10/19/2014 Waukesha Elks Lodge Jim Finn 

11/16/2014 Sterling Chalet (Music of Your Life) The Sweeneys 


